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City unveils phase two of Wahi Pana: Storied Places 
 

  
 

Three new temporary installations to debut Memorial Day weekend at 
Koko Crater Botanical Garden, Kapiʻolani Park, and Hanauma Bay 

 
HONOLULU — Following the success of the initial Wahi Pana unveilings in February, Wahi 
Pana: Storied Places returns this May with a second round of public art activations. These new 
works continue the initiative’s mission to honor Oʻahu’s wahi pana (storied places) through 
contemporary public art rooted in Native Hawaiian moʻolelo (stories). 

The next phase of the project will feature three installations integrating storytelling with 
contemporary artistic expressions, creating visual dialogues between past and present that invite 
visitors to experience these significant places through a culturally informed lens. Those include an 
experimental educational video by grassroots film initiative kekahi wahi that weaves together 
layered creation stories and lived experiences of Haunama Bay, Maunalua, offering visitors an 
eclectic, sensory-rich interpretation of place. At the former archery range in Kapiʻiolani Park, 
Koloikeao Anthony’s graphic installations reawaken public awareness of Papaʻenaʻena Heiau, 
honoring Kū while challenging tourist-driven tiki imagery that has long commodified Hawaiian 
culture. Complementing these works, Ualani Davis presents a striking photographic installation at 
Koko Crater Botanical Garden inspired by Queen Liliʻuokalani’s song “Kuʻu Pua i Paoakalani,” 
using cyanotypes of culturally significant plants to reimagine Kohelepelepe as a garden of resistance. 

Funded in part through the Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge, Wahi Pana connects 
communities to these sacred and storied places (wahi pana) through site-specific works by Native 
Hawaiian artists. These Phase 2 activations will occur on Saturday, May 24,  Sunday, May 
25, and Tuesday, May 27, 2025. 

 

https://publicartchallenge.bloomberg.org/


“This next wave of art installations continues the important work of elevating Native Hawaiian 
stories and honoring the land through powerful visual and cultural experiences,” said Mayor Rick 
Blangiardi. “Wahi Pana is about remembering, learning, and coming together as a community to 
steward the places that shape our identity.” 

 

Phase Two Art Installations & Events: 

Members of the public are invited to attend these special community events—opportunities to meet 
artists, experience the artwork, and engage with the cultural narratives they bring to life. 

Saturday, May 24, 2025 

• Location: Koko Crater Botanical Garden 
• Time: 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
• Artist: Ualani Davis 
• Feature: Blessing for photographic installation with the use of cyanotype images. The 

installation will be unveiled by an intimate blessing open to the public. 
• Due to limited parking, the public is encouraged to attend the May 27 launch event at 

Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve, where Ualani Davis will speak about her art 
installation. 

 
Sunday, May 25, 2025 

•  Location: Kapiʻolani Park 
•  Time: 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
• Artist: Koloikeao Anthony 
•  Feature: Community unveiling of a bold new piece bridging digital design and storytelling. 

This event is free and open to the public. 
•  RSVP: Here 

Tuesday, May 27, 2025 

• Location: Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve 
• Time: 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
• Speakers & Artists: Mayor Rick Blangiardi, kekahi wahi, Ualani Davis 
•  Feature: A special evening celebration at Hanauma Bay featuring the presentation 

of Hanauma: He Wahi Loli Mau, an experimental video by kekahi wahi, storytelling, artist 
talks, and light refreshments under the stars. This rare after-hours event invites the 
community to reconnect with this cherished wahi pana. kekahi wahi (Hanauma Bay) and 
Ualani Davis (Koko Crater Botanical Garden) will be present to mark the collective 
significance of their new installations. This event is free and open to the public. 

•  RSVP: Here 

 

 

https://wahipana.com/rsvp-kapiolani/
https://wahipana.com/rsvp-hanauma/


About Wahi Pana: Storied Places 

Wahi Pana: Storied Places is a temporary public art project led by the Mayor’s Office of Culture 
and the Arts (MOCA) in collaboration with Bloomberg Philanthropies, Aupuni Space, Pu‘uhonua 
Society, Hawai‘i Contemporary, O‘ahu Visitors Bureau, Bishop Museum, and Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority. 
  
Honolulu is honored to be one of only eight U.S. cities selected to receive funding from the 
Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge. This unprecedented initiative features art 
installations across O‘ahu that connect each site with its indigenous, Native Hawaiian mo‘olelo 
(stories). 
  
Running from 2025 through 2028, the project includes contributions from renowned local artists, 
storytellers, and cultural advisors. The initiative invites the public to experience the transformative 
power of art, honor wahi pana (storied places), and reflect on the stories embedded in our 
landscapes. 
 
The Phase 2 installations build on February’s successful Phase 1 activations, and Phase 3 is 
scheduled for Fall 2025. 

Join the Journey 

As these storied places evolve through the voices of our artists and communities, your manaʻo helps 
shape the journey—visit wahipana.com to learn more and share your reflections, and follow 
@wahipana on social media for updates. 

Visual Assets: https://wahipana.com/pr25-0424 

 
 

About Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge 

The Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge brings together mayors, residents, and artists to 
develop temporary public art projects that address important civic issues in their communities. In 
2022, Bloomberg Philanthropies invited mayors of U.S. cities with 30,000 residents or more to apply 
for up to $1 million in funding to create temporary public art projects that address important civic 
issues and demonstrate an ability to generate public-private collaborations, celebrate creativity and 
urban identity, and strengthen local economies. More than 150 cities from 40 U.S. states applied. 
Bloomberg Philanthropies selected eight winning cities to develop projects focused on local 
challenges. Since launching in 2014, the Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge has spurred 
more than $100 million in economic benefits for participating cities and action across a range of 
civic issues. For more information, please visit publicartchallenge.bloomberg.org. 
 

—PAU—  
Stay connected with Mayor Rick Blangiardi on social media: 
Facebook - Mayor Rick Blangiardi 
Instagram - @MayorRickHNL  

https://wahipana.com/
https://instagram.com/wahipana
https://wahipana.com/pr25-0424
https://publicartchallenge.bloomberg.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MayorRickBlangiardi
https://www.instagram.com/mayorrickhnl/

